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New inter-State application brought by the Netherlands against Russia 
concerning downing of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17

The Government of the Netherlands has lodged an application with the European Court of Human 
Rights against the Russian Federation. It relates to the downing on 17 July 2014 of flight MH17 over 
the territory of Eastern Ukraine.

There are currently five other inter-State applications and approximately 7,000 individual 
applications pending before the Court concerning the events in Crimea and Eastern Ukraine. For 
further information, see the Q & A on Inter-State Cases. 

Among the individual applications are the cases Ayley and Others v. Russia (application no. 
25714/16) and Angline and Others v. Russia (no. 56328/18) lodged by relatives of people who were 
killed in the MH17 disaster.

On 10 July 2020 the Government of the Netherlands lodged an inter-State application under Article 
33 (Inter-State cases) of the European Convention on Human Rights against the Russian Federation.

The inter-State application has been registered under no. 28525/20.

The application concerns the shooting down of Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17 over Eastern Ukraine 
on 17 July 2014, killing 298 persons, including 196 Dutch nationals.

According to the Government of the Netherlands, the plane was shot down from a BUK-TELAR 
surface-to-air missile system which belonged to and was provided by the Russian Federation. 

The Government of the Netherlands allege that the Russian Government were responsible for the 
deaths, in breach of Articles 2 (right to life), 3 (prohibition of prohibition of torture and inhuman or 
degrading treatment) and 13 (right to an effective remedy) of the European Convention on Human 
Rights.

The Russian Federation has repeatedly denied any involvement in the destruction of the aircraft.

This press release is a document produced by the Registry. It does not bind the Court. Decisions, 
judgments and further information about the Court can be found on www.echr.coe.int. To receive 
the Court’s press releases, please subscribe here: www.echr.coe.int/RSS/en or follow us on Twitter 
@ECHR_CEDH.
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The European Court of Human Rights was set up in Strasbourg by the Council of Europe Member 
States in 1959 to deal with alleged violations of the 1950 European Convention on Human Rights.


