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Launch of network for the exchange of case-law information 
with national superior courts

Today at the European Court of Human Rights President Dean Spielmann launched the network for 
the exchange of information on the case-law of the European Convention on Human Rights. The 
initiative, which was announced at the opening of the 2015 judicial year and welcomed by the 
Council of Europe member States in the Declaration adopted at the Brussels Conference organised in 
March 2015 in the context of the Belgian Chairmanship of the Council of Europe, is designed to 
promote the exchange of information between the Court and the national superior courts. The focal 
points for the exchange will be the research departments of the superior courts and the Jurisconsult 
of the European Court of Human Rights.

The French Court of Cassation, represented by its President, Bertrand Louvel, and the French Conseil 
d’État, represented by Mr Bernard Stirn, President of the Judicial Division, were the first courts to 
sign up to the network, in a ceremony attended by numerous judicial figures.

Several European superior courts have already announced their intention to join the network over 
the coming months. President Spielmann said that this new form of cooperation between the 
European Court of Human Rights and the national superior courts reflected shared responsibility in 
implementing the European Convention on Human Rights. He added that it would help ensure that 
the decisions handed down were consistent with European case-law.

This press release is a document produced by the Registry. It does not bind the Court. Decisions, 
judgments and further information about the Court can be found on www.echr.coe.int. To receive 
the Court’s press releases, please subscribe here: www.echr.coe.int/RSS/en or follow us on Twitter 
@ECHRpress.
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The European Court of Human Rights was set up in Strasbourg by the Council of Europe Member 
States in 1959 to deal with alleged violations of the 1950 European Convention on Human Rights.
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