EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS

UKRAINIAN REPRESENTATIVE BARRED FROM
ASSISTING PARTIES BEFORE THE EUROPEAN COURT OF
HUMAN RIGHTS FOR A PERIOD OF FIVE YEARS |

ECHR 233 (2026) 24.09.2026

Issued by the Registrar of the Court

The European Court of Human Rights has decided, under Rule 44D § 2 of the Rules of Court,
to bar a Ukrainian national, Sergiy Mykolayovych Rybiy, from representing or assisting parties
before the Court for a period of five years.

The decision was taken by the President on 17 September 2026. It was based on a proposal by
the Chamber and taken after having received comments from Mr Rybiy and the Ukrainian
Government. As Mr Rybiy holds a law degree but has not been admitted to the Bar, there was
no need to seek the opinion of the Ukrainian National Bar Association.

The Court took the decision to bar Mr Rybiy in view of his long standing and systemic pattern
of conduct in proceedings before the Court. Mr Rybiy has assisted applicants in more than 600
cases, which are pending or have been pending before the Court.

Applicants represented by Mr Rybiy whose applications have not been notified to the
Ukrainian Government, may appoint a new representative to represent them now or at a later
stage of the proceedings, should the need arise.

Applicants represented by Mr Rybiy whose applications have been notified to the Ukrainian
Government and in whose cases the Government’s observations have been requested, are
asked to appoint another representative.

This press release is a document produced by the Registry. It does not bind the Court. Decisions,
judgments and further information about the Court can be found on www.echr.coe.int.

Contact ECHRPress to subscribe to the press-release mailing
list.

FOLLOW THE COURT ON: Find the Court’s press releases: HUDOC - Press collection

Press contacts
<l echrpress@echr.coe.int | tel.: +33 3 90 21 42 08

@ @ @ Media enquiries are welcome by email or phone.

Claire Windsor (tel: + 33 3 88 41 24 01)

The European Court of Human Rights was set up in Strasbourg by the Council of Europe member
States in 1959 to deal with alleged violations of the 1950 European Convention on Human Rights.
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