
EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS

PRESS RELEASE
THE COURT ELECTS TWO SECTION PRESIDENTS

ECHR 242 (2026) 05.10.2026

Press release issued by the Registrar of the Court

This press release is a document produced by the Registry. It does not bind the Court. Decisions, judgments 
and further information about the Court can be found on www.echr.coe.int.

The European Court of Human Rights has today elected two Section Presidents, Judges 
Frédéric Krenc (Belgium) and Mykola Gnatovskyy (Ukraine). 

Today the European Court of Human Rights held elections to replace two Section Presidents, namely 
Judges Lado Chanturia (Georgia) and Ioannais Ktistakis (Greece), who had reached the end of their 
two-year mandate as Section Presidents. 

The plenary of the European Court elected Frédéric Krenc (Belgium) and Mykola Gnatovskyy 
(Ukraine). 

The Court is led by its President, Mattias Guyomar (France), and is organised into five Sections, each 
headed by a Section President, two of whom also serve as Vice-Presidents of the Court. For the 
composition of the Court, please see here.

Section Presidents are members of the Court’s Bureau, which assists the President in carrying out 
his or her function in directing the work and administration of the Court (Rule 9A of the Court’s Rules 
of Court).

Judges Krenc and Gnatovskyy will take up their duties on 1 November 2026 for a two-year term. 
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FOLLOW THE COURT ON:

                        

Contact ECHRPress to subscribe to the press-release mailing list.

Find the Court’s press releases: HUDOC - Press collection

Press contacts
 echrpress@echr.coe.int | tel.: +33 3 90 21 42 08

Media enquiries are welcome by email or phone.

The European Court of Human Rights was set up in Strasbourg by the Council of Europe member
States in 1959 to deal with alleged violations of the 1950 European Convention on Human Rights.
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