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Team from the University of Fribourg wins 2025 René Cassin advocacy 
competition

Students from the University of Fribourg have been declared the winners of the 2025 René Cassin 
advocacy competition for law students after beating a rival team from University of Paris Panthéon-
Assas in the final round.

This was the 40th René Cassin competition, consisting of a moot court with proceedings conducted in 
French based on the European Convention on Human Rights. The competition’s academic 
committee, chaired by Mr Sébastien Touzé, Professor of Law at the Panthéon-Assas University Paris, 
had this year proposed a fictitious case related to the rights of lawyers. 

The final took place at the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg on 21 March 2025 and the 
jury was made up of judges of the Court, lawyers, academics and representatives of the 
competition’s partner institutions. It was chaired by Claire Bazy Malaurie, former member of the 
French Constitutional Council and current President of the Venice Commission.

Thirty-eight teams from several countries (Armenia, Belgium, France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Romania, Slovenia and Switzerland) selected following a written stage, competed in the 
headquarters of the Grand Est Region (Wacken) and the European Court of Human Rights, both in 
Strasbourg.

Further information about this year’s competition and previous competitions can be found on the 
René Cassin Competition website and the Court’s website.

This press release is a document produced by the Registry. It does not bind the Court. Decisions, 
judgments and further information about the Court can be found on www.echr.coe.int. To receive 
the Court’s press releases, please subscribe here: www.echr.coe.int/RSS/en or follow us on Twitter 
@ECHR_CEDH and on Bluesky @echr.coe.int.
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We would encourage journalists to send their enquiries via email.

Denis Lambert (tel.: + 33 3 90 21 41 09)
Tracey Turner-Tretz (tel.: + 33 3 88 41 35 30)
Inci Ertekin (tel.: + 33 3 90 21 55 30)
Neil Connolly (tel.: + 33 3 90 21 48 05)
Jane Swift (tel.: + 33 3 88 41 29 04)

The European Court of Human Rights was set up in Strasbourg by the Council of Europe member 
States in 1959 to deal with alleged violations of the 1950 European Convention on Human Rights.
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