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Grand Chamber hearing concerning differences in sentencing for life

The European Court of Human Rights is holding a Grand Chamber1 hearing today Wednesday 
20 April 2016 at 9 a.m. in the case of Khamtokhu and Aksenchik v. Russia (application 
nos. 60367/08 and 961/11)

The case concerns allegedly discriminatory age- and gender-related differences in life sentences.

The hearing will be broadcast from 2.30 p.m. on the Court’s Internet site (www.echr.coe.int). After 
the hearing the Court will begin its deliberations, which will be held in private. Its ruling in the case 
will, however, be made at a later stage.

The applicants, Alsan Bachmizovich Khamtokhu and Artyom Aleksandrovich Aksenchik, are Russian 
nationals, born in 1970 and 1985 respectively. They are currently serving life sentences in the 
Yamalo-Nenetskiy Region following their convictions of a number of serious crimes.

Mr Khamtokhu was found guilty in December 2000 of multiple offences, including escape from 
prison, aggravated assault on police officers and illegal possession of firearms. His conviction was 
upheld on appeal by the Supreme Court first in October 2001 and, following a quashing by way of 
supervisory review and fresh consideration of the case, again in June 2008.

Mr Aksenchik was found guilty of three counts of murder in April 2010. His conviction was upheld on 
appeal by the Supreme Court in August 2010.

Both men were sentenced to life imprisonment under Article 57 of the Russian Criminal Code which 
provides that a sentence of life imprisonment may be imposed for certain particularly serious 
offences. However, such a sentence cannot be imposed on women, persons under 18 when the 
offence was committed or over 65 when the verdict was delivered.

In their applications to the European Court, the applicants allege that, as adult males serving life 
sentences for criminal offences, they are discriminated against as compared to other categories of 
convicts who are exempt from life imprisonment by operation of law. They rely on Article 5 (right to 
liberty and security) taken in conjunction with Article 14 (prohibition of discrimination) of the 
European Convention on Human Rights.

Procedure
The applications were lodged with the European Court of Human Rights on 22 October 2008 and 
11 February 2011 respectively. 

A decision on the admissibility was adopted by the Court on 13 May 2014 declaring admissible the 
applicants’ complaints under Articles 14 in conjunction with Article 5 of the Convention.

On 1 December 2015 the Chamber relinquished jurisdiction in favour of the Grand Chamber.

1  Under Article 30 of the European Convention on Human Rights, “Where a case pending before a Chamber raises a serious question 
affecting the interpretation of the Convention or the Protocols thereto, or where the resolution of a question before the Chamber might 
have a result inconsistent with a judgment previously delivered by the Court, the Chamber may, at any time before it has rendered its 
judgment, relinquish jurisdiction in favour of the Grand Chamber, unless one of the parties to the case objects. ” 
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Composition of the Court
The case will be heard by a Grand Chamber, composed as follows:

Guido Raimondi (Italy), President,
András Sajó (Hungary),
Işıl Karakaş (Turkey),
Luis López Guerra (Spain),
Mirjana Lazarova Trajkovska (“the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”),
Angelika Nußberger (Germany),
Khanlar Hajiyev (Azerbaijan)
Julia Laffranque (Estonia),
Paulo Pinto de Albuquerque (Portugal),
Linos-Alexandre Sicilianos (Greece),
Erik Møse (Norway),
Ksenija Turković (Croatia),
Dmitry Dedov (Russia),
Branko Lubarda (Serbia),
Mārtiņš Mits (Latvia),
Stéphanie Mourou-Vikström (Monaco),
Gabriele Kucsko-Stadlmayer (Austria), judges,
André Potocki (France),
Ledi Bianku (Albania),
Krzysztof Wojtyczek (Poland),
Paul Mahoney (the United Kingdom), substitute judges,

and also Roderick Liddell, Registrar.

Representatives of the parties

Government
Georgy Matyushkin, Agent, 
Olga Ocheretyanaya, Adviser;

Applicant
Eleonora Davidyan, Nadezhda Yermolayeva, Anna Maralyan and Karinna Moskalenko, Counsel.

This press release is a document produced by the Registry. It does not bind the Court. Decisions, 
judgments and further information about the Court can be found on www.echr.coe.int. To receive 
the Court’s press releases, please subscribe here: www.echr.coe.int/RSS/en or follow us on Twitter 
@ECHRpress.

Press contacts
echrpress@echr.coe.int | tel: +33 3 90 21 42 08

Tracey Turner-Tretz (tel: + 33 3 88 41 35 30)
Nina Salomon (tel: + 33 3 90 21 49 79)
Denis Lambert (tel: + 33 3 90 21 41 09)
Inci Ertekin (tel: + 33 3 90 21 55 30)
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The European Court of Human Rights was set up in Strasbourg by the Council of Europe Member 
States in 1959 to deal with alleged violations of the 1950 European Convention on Human Rights.


